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This is an important day for us in the life of our church. First, it’s important just because it is Sunday. Every Sunday is important because Sundays remind us that the world does not revolve around us. We come to worship to give thanks to God, to praise God, and we are reminded that we are not the most important thing in the world. It’s not about us, it’s about God.
This is an important day also because of what the choir is doing. It’s also important because it is Father’s Day. Because we have several things happening on the same Sunday, it presents a dilemma for me. When Mark and I were making plans for this worship service, I was explaining to him that it was falling on Father’s Day and I asked him, “Do you want me to preach some kind of a sermon since the choir is singing and it’s Father’s Day about dads singing in the shower? Would that work?” There is something else involved that you might not be aware of. The word “Requiem” means mass for the dead. You can see that in the words that are being sung. Maybe, then, a sermon about deadbeat dads would be appropriate. Of course I know we have no deadbeat dads here today. 

I’m always happy to say thanks to Christian fathers. We are grateful for you. We are grateful for your example. It is a little uncomfortable for me to speak about fathers because I know my own shortcomings as a father. I know the times I look back and say, “Why did I say that?” “Why did I do that?” or “Why didn’t I say or do something more encouraging?” It is hard for me also because I know how difficult it is to be a father. 
You have heard the story about the doctoral student who wrote a dissertation on child rearing. It was titled “Ten Commandments of Raising Happy Children.” After he got into his family practice and worked with families as a counselor he wrote a book entitled, “Ten Suggestions About How to Raise a Happy Child.” After he had children of his own, you know the title of that book, “Ten Questions About How to Raise a Happy Child.” 
Any time we talk about family it’s complicated because how we feel about our families is complicated. If how we feel about our families is complicated, trying to explain how we feel about our fathers is about as easy as explaining Einstein’s Theory of Relativity. If I were to ask you right now to tell me something about your father, what would you say? Then if I asked you to tell me something good about your father, what would you say? If I were to ask, “Tell me something that’s not so good about your father, what would you say? How we feel about our fathers is complicated.

Our scripture lesson today is one of my favorites. I departed from the lectionary reading today to choose this scripture. It is a story about a father. You might remember what has happened. Our scripture follows the story of the transfiguration. Jesus, Peter, James and John have gone up onto the mountain and somehow, miraculously, Jesus has been changed, transfigured right in front of their eyes. Peter, who was never at a loss for words even if he didn’t know the right thing to say, encouraged Jesus to stay on the mountain. He said, “Let’s build a tent here and we can just stay here.” However, there is an important message about coming down from the mountain. Jesus knew there was important work to do, coming down the mountain. 
On the way down the mountain, the father confronts Jesus. He has taken his boy, who suffers from epilepsy, to the disciples and we read an indictment not only of those disciples but to the church today. The father says to Jesus, “I took my son to your disciples but they could not heal him.” They could not. How many people say that about the church today? They could not. Then we have this wonderful conversation between Jesus and the father; I believe that as much as any other person in the Bible this father speaks for each of us. Jesus says to the father, “All things are possible, to him who believes.” The father cries out, “I believe, help my unbelief.” 

That is where most of us live most of the time, between belief and unbelief.  We have times when we believe in God, then other times when we doubt God. We live between belief and unbelief. We believe in each other. Husbands and wives believe in each other. You know that feeling when you are close to your spouse. Nothing could feel better or be better. But you also know those times when you feel far away from your spouse. You don’t believe in your spouse and your spouse doesn’t believe in you. 

There are times when fathers believe in their children, but there are other times fathers don’t believe in their children. Certainly there are times when children believe in their fathers, but just as surely there are times when children don’t believe in their fathers. We spend most of our days between belief and unbelief. 
This father teaches us something else, all of us, about what we can do to live as Christians. What is it that makes fathers uniquely Christian? All religions call men to be good fathers, but what is it that as Christian fathers makes us uniquely Christian? First, we would say to be Christ-like, but think about this—Jesus passed up two of the most rewarding, but also two of the most challenging opportunities in life. He was not married and he was not a father. When we ask “What would Jesus do?” we can only imagine. If Jesus got a report card and it said, “Your son has been throwing rocks at the Rabbi and when he did the camel bucked the Rabbi off, what would Jesus do with an unruly child in school? What would Jesus do about changing a dirty diaper? Have you ever thought about that? 
Jesus passed those two challenges up—being a husband and a father, but surely we can learn this from him. As a father we know that Jesus would have been forgiving. “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” How many times do fathers need to make that prayer about their children? Jesus also would know that any Christian father needs to say to his children, “Will you please forgive me for the times that I have failed you?” 
Jesus would say that a Christian father was a man of prayer. We know that Jesus was a man of prayer. Let me ask you fathers who are present here this morning this question, “How often do you pray for your children?”


I have shared with some of you that several years ago for the first time in my faith journey I kept a prayer journal. I did that for several months before I realized I wasn’t praying for the three people who were most important in my life. I was praying for people in the church who were sick, praying for world peace, and all kinds of important things, but I wasn’t praying for my wife and my children. How often do you fathers pray for your children? 
Jesus would say that fathers know the importance of reconciliation. Because we are human, we say and do things that cause others to be hurt, so we need to be reconciled. Don’t believe anyone who says, “It’s never too late,” because it is too late. 
One of my favorite Fred Craddock stories is of a time when Fred was on a plane flying from one coast to another. He said he was looking forward to some time to read and just relax while he was on the plane. However, as soon as he took his seat he noticed the woman in the seat next to him was crying. He said it would have been easy to ignore her but he asked her what was wrong. She said “I’m flying home for my father’s funeral.” Fred said, “It’s obvious you were close.” She said, “No, not at all. I haven’t spoken to my father in over 17 years. In fact, the last time I saw my father, the last thing I said to him was, “Go to hell.” It can be too late; but if you are both still living, it is never too late to offer reconciliation. 

Above all, I think that Jesus would say to fathers, “You need to provide for your children.” One of my favorite scriptures is from 
II Timothy. “He who does not provide for his own relatives, especially his own family, has disowned the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” When we think about providing, we think about money usually, money usually to provide the things that children need. But I believe when Christ thinks about Christian fathers providing, what he thinks about is providing time. What children need more than anything else from their fathers is time. A big misconception in our society is this thing we call quality time. “Well, I don’t have a lot of time to spend with my kids, so we just spend a few minutes of quality time together.” Children need quantity time, not quality time. 
It is my prayer on this Father’s Day that you fathers and each of us will remember to have that time for those who are most important in our lives. In the name of a Heavenly Father who says, “I always have time for you.” Amen.
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