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Today I’m departing from the series of sermons on scriptures you requested.  Today is known as Reconciliation Sunday in the church. Reconciliation is not the longest word in the Bible, although it’s close.  It might be the largest word in the Bible, the word that has the most size.  This morning, if you hear nothing else, I want you to hear these two things.  
1. You have been reconciled to God; that is the message of our scripture today.  You have been reconciled to God.  The second thing I want you to hear is, 

2. Be reconciled to God.  That’s what Paul says; we’ve been reconciled to God, but we need to be reconciled to God.  
This scripture is a favorite of mine; it’s what I call a “Stained Glass Scripture.”  If you will look at the stained glass windows in the sanctuary, it is obvious they are different from clear windows, in that we cannot see outside. Some passages of scripture are like clear windows that help us to see the world more clearly.  Today’s scripture is like a stained-glass window.  It enables us to see the beauty of God’s creation, and it enables us to see God more clearly. 
I was visiting with a friend of mine recently who was concerned about the doctrine of God that is being taught in many churches today. This friend of mine said, “In most churches in Oklahoma, the doctrine of God is this: ‘God is waiting for you to make some kind of a mistake so he can just slap the snot out of you!’”  
Now, take that for what it’s worth, but it’s true. Haven’t you heard that? Haven’t you read it?  God is some kind of judgmental, vindictive God, just waiting to get us when we make mistakes; the mistakes that we all make.  That is wrong. It is exactly the opposite of what the cross says to us. The cross says you have value in God’s sight because God’s son died for you.  

There is a wonderful story about a little boy, 4 or 5 years old, who was riding in the car with his father one day.  As they drove through the countryside, the boy could not have enjoyed himself more.  He loved being with his father, he loved that time together. He felt secure there in the car with his father. They talked about things fathers and sons talk about. Then, as they drove down the highway, the little boy noticed off to the side on top of a hill three crosses.  He looked at the crosses and said “Daddy, is Jesus up there on that hill?”  The father was surprised and did not respond for a moment.  Then he said, “Yes, son, I suppose he probably is.”  
A part of the good news of this scripture of reconcil-iation is that Christ is with us.  We are not alone in the ministry of reconciliation God has given to us.  Christ is with us. Even more, there is this: In today’s English version of this scripture, instead of the word “reconciliation,” the phrase that is used is “God is making friends of us.”  In other words, God is not only with us, God is for us.  
We have been reconciled to God; you have been reconciled to God.  If there is ever a time in your life when you doubt God’s love for you hear these words “You have been reconciled to God.” Not only you, did you hear what Paul said? “Christ has reconciled the world to himself.”   In Colossians Paul writes about this in the first chapter. He’s talking about creation. Paul says, “It is God’s will that all things be reconciled to God.”  Not just Christians, not just people of other faiths, not even just people.  Animals, turtles, crows, snakes, spiders, every animal is reconciled to God; but not even just animals; rocks, trees, rivers, dirt, the whole creation has been reconciled to God.  


Imagine how God must feel after a tornado strikes.  You have seen those pictures. A tornado can go through a forest and there is a swath of destruction. Trees are leveled.  Then the tornado approaches a town and a little child is killed in the tornado.  God takes responsibility for that. It is God’s creation. Can you imagine God saying, “If I could trade a million trees, if I could trade a million forests for the life of that one child, I would do so.”  
God might also say to us, “You know the trees are not protected, but I gave you the intelligence to build tornado shelters and to go into those shelters.  You need to take care of yourselves. You need to take care of each other.”  
Imagine a whole world reconciled to God, but imagine God weeping over the world when we are not reconciled to each other. The cynic might say, “Now wait a minute, let’s get real here. You know legally irreconcilable differences are a reason for divorce. That is a justification, a legal justification for divorce.  Let’s get real here.” I believe Paul would say to us “The most real thing of all is God’s reconciling love.” God has left it to us in the church to share that love. It is what God wants.  It is what God indeed loves.  


Recently Suzanne needed to get some kind of hair brush. We were going to a restaurant and right next to the restaurant was a hair salon supply store.  We parked outside the store and Suzanne said, “You don’t have to go inside.”  Like a good husband I did.  As soon as we walked through the door the smell hit me.  Now you women might like that smell.  I’m not sure what it was, shampoo, make-up, hairspray, whatever.  It wasn’t a smell I would choose.  Let me tell you the smell I would choose.  Go out to the new Wal-Mart on highway 75 south of town and go into the tire and auto entrance.  As you walk in, take a deep breath and smell . . .  new tires.  That’s about as good as it gets.  God loves the smell of reconciliation.  
I heard a story about a man recently in one of our disciples churches here in Oklahoma who had taught Sunday school for 50 years.  Richard Zigler you’re an education person; you’ll appreciate this.  The Sunday school class the man has taught for 50 years was a high school Sunday school class.  Now think about that. That’s hazard duty, isn’t it?  I can imagine when that guy approaches the pearly gates there will be a voice from inside saying “Come on inside.  We’ve been waiting on you.”  That is a reconciling ministry, teaching high school kids in a Sunday school class for 50 years.  
When God comes in to our church building and food is being passed out on Angel Food day, or when God walks through Fellowship Hall and breakfast is being served, that is the smell of reconciliation.  God loves that smell.


Today is the day we recognize our reconciliation offering.  I am proud of our denomination for doing this.  The ministries of reconciliation are those ministries which combat racism and other social injustices in our world.  That’s the good news.  But here is the bad news.  In Oklahoma, there are 176 Disciple churches.  I looked in the yearbook we just received, and last year out of those 176 churches only 76 churches gave an offering to support our reconciliation ministries.  The other 100 did not give a single penny.  
Again, good news: our church was one of the 76. You know what the bad news was? We gave an average of about 50 cents per member.  What are we saying about what we believe is the importance of reconciliation?  Surely you would agree that if there were ever a time in our world, in our country, in our own city that we needed to be involved in reconciliation, this is the time.  


Do you recognize the name Jacob Barnes?  Do you recognize that name?  I want you to remember the name Jacob Barnes.  Jacob Barnes is the name of the 16 year-old boy who got off a bus last Friday, minding his own business, not bothering anyone. A car drove by and someone inside the car gunned him down.  I suppose our initial reaction might be, “Well he was a gang member. Who knows what all was going on.”  “You know it happened in north Tulsa.”  If you get out a map. I don’t think you will find a map in the world that talks about north Tulsa, or south Tulsa, or east Tulsa, or west Tulsa. There won’t be a map that says downtown, uptown, mid-town, or suburban.  There is one Tulsa.  There is one world that has been reconciled to God, and we are called as a church to be a part of that reconciling ministry.  
We are constantly bombarded with ads and commercials that say, “Buy now! The sale ends at the end of the week!”  Or we hear “Now or never.”  The other day here in the church I heard a mother in the Child Development Center saying to someone else, “My kids are upstairs.  Tell them to come downstairs right now!”  
I believe the apostle Paul and Jesus Christ himself says to the church, “Now is the time, now is the acceptable time.  Now is the day of salvation. Now is the Day of Reconciliation.”  Amen    
