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The old theologian, Karl Barth, said that to be most effective, a preacher needs to come into the pulpit with a Bible in one hand and a newspaper in the other hand.  This newspaper is today’s edition of the Tulsa World.  It is the front page.  As you might imagine, if you haven’t seen it  yet, there is an article about the budget shortfall. As you might also imagine, there is an article about what is happening in Haiti. 
 Barth says the preacher needs the Bible and the newspaper not just to be interesting,   It is not enough just to be interesting. There was an article one time on the op-ed page that caught my attention. The heading of article said simply two words, “Boring Sermons.”  I promise you, when I saw that headline it caught my attention.  It was obvious, though, after I had read the article, that the writer of the article had not preached a sermon, or had at least preached sermons on a regular basis.  What he said was this, “If your preacher preaches boring sermons the best thing you can do for him is get a subscription to some kind of sermon service. Then he at least can memorize those sermons and the sermons won’t be boring.”  Now, if I get a bunch of subscriptions this week I’m going to be really disappointed.  
The writer of the article didn’t know what he was talking about. It is not enough for me to get up here and memorize someone else’s sermon. That is the worst thing I could do.  The sermon has to be my sermon. When Carol preaches the sermon, it has to be Carol’s sermon; when Jeremy preaches the sermon, it has to be Jeremy’s sermon. Our sermons are based on our faith, what we believe is important. We need the newspaper in the pulpit to remind us of what is happening in our world.  We need the Bible in the pulpit to remind us where we are, who we are, and who God is.  


The first thing I believe John is trying to do in today’s scripture is to remind us that God is the creator of everything.  In the first chapter John said, “In the beginning was the word and the word was with God. All things were made through Him and not anything was made that was 

made.”  I don’t know if you believe this story about turning water into wine, but it might be easier to believe it if that Jesus is the one who created water and also created wine. 
It’s not that difficult, then, if you have created water and wine to change water into wine. 
But hear this. I don’t see it anywhere in the Bible, if you do, you can tell me after church, nowhere in the Bible did Jesus say, “If you don’t believe this story, you’re going straight to hell.”  Maybe some of you know where he said that, but I don’t think he said that.  This is a sign that points to God. I’m going to say something about signs later.  It is just a sign that points to God.  We are called to believe in God, not the signs that point to God. 


 
Something else is happening here.  If you are ever reading your Bible and you come across these words, “On the third day,” all kinds of red flags should start waving and bells go off.  What else happened on the third day?  This is a resurrection story.  We have always said as long as there’s life, there’s hope.  Jesus’ resurrection says “Even in death there is hope.”  So, this is a story of hope, a resurrection story.  

This is a story that tells us that God is a God of Joy. Jesus knew the saying of the rabbis, “Without wine, there is no joy.”  We’ve had a difficult time with wine in the church, haven’t we?  It has often been used as one more excuse for us to look down on another person.  It would be less than honest of us in the church to say there is not a problem with alcohol abuse in our country and in our world, because there is.  However, we have used this as just one more excuse to look down on people who might have a drinking problem. Remember that Jesus was criticized for spending time with persons who were known as gluttons and drunkards.  
This looking down on others is an ugly part of faith.  We saw something similar to that this past week.  Did you hear what one guy said about the reason for the earthquake in Haiti?  It had to do with God’s judgment, some kind of pact that the Hatians had made with the devil over two hundred years ago.  Do we really want to paint ourselves in that corner? Do we believe in a God who kills babies?  That is an ugly part of our faith, isn’t it?  Surely we can do better than that.  


This story reminds us of what is truly important in life. 
Six stone jars of water, 20 to 30 gallons apiece, for purification.  This religion said you have to be ritually clean, so there was water there for everyone to wash their hands before they ate the meal.  Jesus said, “There is a better purpose for water.”  I heard a story about one guy who was asked by one of his friends, “I heard you just take a bath twice a year.”  The guy said “No, I take a bath every day. We just change the water twice a year!”  
Six stone jars of water transformed miraculously into wine.  John calls this a sign. He said because of this sign the disciples believed in Jesus.  I’ve got a great signs story for you.  A family from Tulsa decides to go to Yellowstone Park to see “Old Faithful.” They pile all the kids in the mini-van and drive all the way to Yellowstone. When they get about 100 miles away, they see a sign that says, “Old Faithful, 100 miles ahead.”  Then 50 miles, 25, 10, 5. They finally see a sign that says “Old Faithful, one mile ahead.”   They pull into the parking lot and there is a huge sign that says “Old Faithful.” Everyone gets out of the mini-van and go stand by the sign.  They get someone else to take a picture of them standing by the sign, then all pile back in mini-van and drive back to Tulsa. They never saw “Old Faithful.”  


Signs point us to God, but the signs are not God. The signs can help us believe in God, but they are not God.  How often we settle for less.  In our relationships, how often can a husband and a wife settle for water instead of wine?  Parents and children, friends, all of those relationships that are most important to us.  It was Kierkegaard who said, “Jesus turned water into wine and ever since the church has been turning wine back into water.”  How sad for us in the church.
There is a lesson about how God loves us extravagantly.  One hundred-twenty, one hundred-eighty gallons of wine. That’s a lot of wine, isn’t it?  But come next spring, look around Tulsa and try to count all of the different kinds of flowers.  We don’t need all of those different kinds of flowers.  God could have created just one kind of flower. They are gifts of beauty that remind us how God loves us extravagantly even when the wine runs out. 
 If you’ve lived long enough, you know there are times when the wine runs out, aren’t there?  There are times when it is difficult to believe that God loves us extravagantly, but God has given us God’s own Son to show us the length and breadth and depth of God’s love for us.

This love can turn our brokenness into wholeness. It can transform us even as water is transformed into wine.  I love this miracle story. It might be the best of all the miracle stories in the Bible.  Think about for a moment some of the other miracle stories. We love the healing stories. You can imagine if you were a parent of a child who was healed by Christ how important that would be to you.  The feeding of the five thousand, the nature stories (we in Oklahoma know about storms). We know what it means for God to calm the storms in our lives.  But I wonder, would any if any of you say this is Jesus’ best miracle?  
I don’t know that it’s Jesus’ best miracle. In fact, I don’t think it is, but it points us to Jesus’ best miracle.  Jesus’ best miracle, you see, is not turning water into wine.  Jesus’ best miracle was turning wine into blood.  Do you remember what he said? “This cup is a new covenant in my blood, even that which is poured out for you.” Wine into blood for you.

Thanks be to God. Amen
