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Have you ever been in a worship service or lecture and heard a preacher/speaker use some kind of an acronym and you knew that the acronym represented the first letters of words that the preacher/speaker would be talking about in the address.  
Last Wednesday evening at Bible study we talked about the acronym “ACTS” in regard to prayer; adoration, confession, thanksgiving and supplication.  If a minister used that acronym in his sermon you would be able to keep up with him and know where you were in the sermon.  
I can remember as a child hearing preachers use that memory tool and counting the letters as they went through them and thinking to myself “We’re almost done, we’re going to be out of here pretty soon!”  Other acronyms might be “HOPE; Healing, Optimism, Peace, Eternal life.”  
On Thanksgiving Sunday the preacher might use the acronym “THANKS” and go through those letters.  At least you hope the preacher would use the word “THANKS” and not “THANKSGIVING” because if he used the word THANKSGIVING you knew for sure that the Baptists and the Methodists were going to beat you to your favorite restaurant after church.  
On World Communion Sunday I have the perfect acronym that describes all the meanings of this Table.  The acronym is “ANTIDISESTABLISHMENTARIANISM.”  Get comfortable; we are going to be here awhile.  I’m not really going to use that acronym, but there could be that many meanings of the Table, couldn’t there?  On this day, from the smallest country chapel to the most magnificent urban cathedral, Christians around the world will come to worship to hear these words, 

“On the night when he was betrayed, Jesus was at the table and His apostles were with Him.  He took the bread and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them saying, ‘Take, eat,  this is my body which is broken for you.’  In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is a new covenant in my blood, poured out for you.  For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.’  
Christians around the world today will hear those words.  They will come to a table to receive these sacred symbols of faith. This is my favorite Sunday of the year.  I think World Communion Sunday is the church at its very best.  We are reminded that we are part of something that is larger than just who we are here today.  
We are known as the “People of the Table.”  We believe that because of our tradition we understand something about this Table that maybe others don’t.  We know there is nothing magical about the Table, but there is something very mystical about the Table, a mystery that we don’t fully understand and can never fully explain. 
And yet we try to understand don’t we? I read recently of a psychiatrist who received this e-mail from one of his patients who was on vacation.  The e-mail said, “I’m having a great time.” Then it said, “Why?”  We human beings always seek to find meaning in our lives and we seek to find meaning at this Table.  
To the outsider this might seem strange and even meaningless, but to those of us who understand, the Table is at the very heart of worship. First lesson from the Table is this: There are no outsiders at this Table.  When we have visitors on Sunday morning, whether or not they are members of this church, they are welcome at this Table.  We believe there are no outsiders because it is not our Table. It is Christ’s table and it is Christ who extends the invitation to the Table.  All are welcome, even as all are forgiven.

Last Wednesday evening someone asked the question we have all struggled with at one time or another, I suppose.  We were talking about the duty of forgiveness, how we are challenged as Christians and commanded as Christians to forgive others.  This person said, “But what about when you can’t forgive yourself?”  The Good News of the Table is this; you don’t have to forgive yourself.  That’s what the cross means.  
The cross is at the center of this Table.  The cross is a reminder to us that we are to take up our own cross and forgive those who sin against us even when it’s hard to do; even when it seems impossible to do. More Good News; you can forgive the person who has hurt you. Jesus said, “Even if you have mustard-seed faith, you can forgive and it is your duty to forgive.”  
A person might say “I have faith, even if it’s just mustard-seed faith, but bad things still happen in my life.”  The answer from the Table is this; welcome to life.  Bad things happen. The Table reminds us of this.  There is betrayal in our lives; there is denial in our lives; there is death, the death of loved ones, the death of relationships; that is part of life. The Table says we don’t have to face those things alone, God is with us.  
Last Sunday I was in the worship service downstairs. After the service was over I didn’t have a real good feeling about the service.  I didn’t know how well it had gone until Jack Sanders came out the door and said this to me, “I sensed God’s presence just as much in this service down stairs as I do in the sanctuary service upstairs.  
God is present at the Table.  It is God who prepares the Table. If you look in last week’s Vision you will see on the back page that Don and Barbara Iverson prepared communion yesterday.  These trays, all of the cups that are filled, were prepared by Don and Barbara. However, it is God who prepares the table, God that through the gift of his own son makes this Table possible for us.  
There is a lesson for us about love at this Table.  I know many of you love this church. Some of you grew up in this church as children. This Table reminds us that we love not only the church; we also love Christ and the people who are part of the church.  
On one of those old Andy Griffith shows, Andy’s old girlfriend from high school moved back to town.  Goober is worried about this.  He’s afraid it will upset Helen, Andy’s current girlfriend.  So he goes and talks to Andy about it. He has been reading some of those dime novel love stories.  Goober says to Andy, “You know, you might be careful with this new girlfriend moving back and with Helen; you will get into one of those love rectangles.”  Andy says, “It’s a love triangle, Goober.”  
When we come to this Table we’re a part of a love triangle.  We love this church, First Christian of Tulsa.  This Table reminds us that we are called to love Christ and Christ’s body, which is every member of the church throughout the world.  Don’t forget the lesson of love at this Table. 

For the person who says, This is all well and good, but what does this have to do with how I live my life on a daily basis, hear this. This Table reminds us of other tables in our lives; kitchen tables, dining tables, boardroom tables, conference tables. In the anthem the choir is going to sing this morning we hear these words, “All our meals and all our living make as sacraments of you.”  To make a sacrament is to make something sacred.  It means that your kitchen table, your dining table, your conference table, your boardroom table, your marriage, your family, all of life is sacred if you will dedicate it to God.  
In the Christian Church, Disciples of Christ, we are known as the People of the Table.  It is an opportunity and a burden to wear that name.  Go out now and live up to the challenge of being the People of the Table.  Amen
