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Have you ever been driving a car or been a passenger in a car when you ran out of gas?  Raise your hand if you’ve ever done that. Okay, leave your hands up, don’t be ashamed. Lots of folks have done it.  Now then; if you haven’t done that, if you’ve never been driving a car or have never been a passenger in a car when you ran out of gas, raise your hand.  Choir, would you say that more people had run out of gas?  Okay, for those of you who say you have never run out of gas (we’re going to believe you), how many of you have ever driven your car when the needle was on empty? Raise your hands if you’ve ever done that.  
Do you remember the old episode of Seinfeld when Kramer was driving the car with the car salesman? He got on the freeway and the gas gauge was past empty. The salesman said, “Maybe we need to pull off at this next exit.” Kramer said, “Naw, we can go on. Let’s keep going.”  They go and go and go.  
I had something similar happen to me recently.  I didn’t know that nearly all car salesmen have seen that episode of Seinfeld. Ryan and Sara were looking for a car, actually, and I went with Ryan to look at some. I ended up driving one of the cars.  The salesman’s name, I’ll call him Johnny, had moved here from New York State, complete with a New York accent.  
We got into the car and the needle was past empty. It had one of those gauges on the instrument panel that showed “miles to empty.” It was zero.  Johnny said they always have a can of gas in the body shop.  We went back to the body shop . . . no gas.  He said, “Boy, I don’t know. It’s about a mile and a half or two to a Quik Trip.  I don’t know if we can make it or not.”  Like Kramer, I said, “Let’s go for it!” 
So we took off. I’m Kramer, Johnny’s the car salesman, and Ryan is sitting in the backseat just in case he needs to push, I guess. We went through a quiet residential neighborhood. I was literally putting the car in neutral part of the time so we could coast. I was that worried about running out of gas. We came to an unusual intersection. It was a three-way stop. The street did not go to the right. I looked every direction, put the car in neutral again and we rolled right through the stop sign. It wasn’t even a Toyota with bad brakes. I never hit the brakes. 
We got up to a main street and I could look down and see the Quick Trip ½ a mile or so away.  I pulled out on the street and got us going, then put it in neutral again. We got from maybe here to the south wall over here, and then every light on the instrument panel came on. The engine had died. We were already in neutral, coasting. I pulled into the Quik Trip. There was a little bit of an incline, so Johnny and Ryan hopped out and pushed the car the rest of the way to the pump. We got two or three gallons of gas. 
We have all had some kind of similar experience. It’s amazing how quickly you can run out of gas, isn’t it? Even if you haven’t noticed it, all of a sudden you are going along and you’re out of gas. Have you heard the story about the time the turtle ran over the snail? A highway patrolman came to investigate the accident and asked the snail what happened. The snail said, “I’m not sure; it just all happened so fast!” 
It’s like giving into temptation. A husband and a wife were in a mall one day. She’s looking through the dresses on the sale rack. The husband notices a very attractive woman walk by. As she walks away he notices and notices, and the wife, without ever looking up, says to him, “Was it worth it for all the trouble you’re going to be in when we get home tonight?”   
We all know what it is to run on empty, don’t we? There are times when we just don’t have any energy; you lose your want-to, you don’t care. Young mothers can experience this; two or three children about to drive them crazy. Young mothers can feel as if they are running on empty. Couples can experience that in a relationship. The relationship becomes empty. We can even experience it in our faith relationship with God. Everything seems empty. 
This happened with Jesus. We read that when he first went into the wilderness he was full of the Holy Spirit. After 40 days without eating, he was running on empty. You’ve heard this story. It is read every year on the first Sunday of Lent from one of the three synoptic gospels, Matthew, Mark or Luke. All three have an account of the temptation, but all three accounts are different. 
As you might imagine, Mark has the Reader’s Digest version of the account. What Luke takes 13 verses to explain, Mark does in two or three. There is also another subtle difference. Matthew and Luke talk about  Jesus being led by the spirit. Mark says that the spirit drove Jesus into the wilderness. Whether it is leading or driving, have you every wondered why God would lead us or drive us into an empty place in our lives? 

It’s interesting that in Matthew’s gospel Matthew says, “The spirit led Jesus into the wilderness.” Luke says something different; I think it’s important. Luke says, “The spirit led Jesus in the wilderness.” In other words, while he was in the wilderness, the spirit was leading him. It’s important to understand about this kind of wilderness. When we think about a wilderness most of us think of areas out in the western part of the country: national parks, mile after mile of towering trees and rugged mountains. It’s not that kind of wilderness in Israel. It’s interesting that in Luke’s gospel, the word that Luke uses actually is not wilderness, but desert. “He was led in the desert by the spirit.”    
Some of you may not realize this, but there are parts in western Oklahoma that are like this kind of wilderness. Did you know that if you leave Enid and drive 200 miles all the way to Guymon the only traffic lights you see during that whole time are the ones when you go through Woodward?   If you hit those traffic lights green you can drive all the way from Enid to Guymon and never stop. That’s how lonely, how empty that part of the state is.  
Gloss Mountain State Park is in that part of the state. If you pull out to a little rest area there, you will notice a sign as you enter the state park that says, “Warning: Watch Out For Rattlesnakes.”  It’s a pretty rough, desolate area.  There are no crops in that area, there is no grass.  Years ago it was covered by ocean. You can still see remnants of salt in the soil.  Because there are no crops and no grass, there are no cattle or other livestock in the area. It is empty, empty.  
We all know those empty times in our lives.  Empty times, empty places, times when we feel empty.  I believe, more than anything else, the temptation stories of Jesus remind us of his humanity.  He knew what it was to be tempted, the same way we know what it is to be tempted. He knew what it was to be hungry, to be empty, the same way that we are hungry and empty in our lives.  
One writer said this: “I believe in the incarnation and I believe that it was a real incarnation, that the temptations to shortcuts in the wilderness were real temptations, that Jesus was in a sense walking in the world with bandaged eyes, like the rest of us, and that he had to spend those long nights praying, to feel for the hand of God to guide him.  
Have you ever spent a long night in prayer, hungering for God’s hand to guide you? I have told you before that these scripture lessons, these Bible stories, are not just stories about something that happened a long time ago to someone else. These stories are our stories.  We know what it is to be tempted.  
One person said, “Although the temptation story does not offer ethical instructions that cover every eventuality, it does describe the perennial ethical challenge that we Christians face: the temptations to attempt to use one’s religion for personal gain, to try to be successful rather than faithful, to be dazzled by the riches of the world, to make compromises when one is called to stand firm, and to avoid the path of sacrifice and suffering.”  We all know what it is to face those temptations, don’t we?  
There are, I believe, two other, even more serious temptations.  We saw what can happen in one situation when we watched Tiger Woods give his apology this past week.  How many of us thought to ourselves, “How could he do this?  He has this lovely wife, these lovely children; how could he do this to them?”  It’s pretty easy to be judgmental of Tiger Woods, isn’t it?  And it’s pretty easy to forget Jesus’ words, “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone.” 

Empty times, we all know about empty times.  There is I believe, another even more serious temptation that we face as Christians.  Thomas Merton said “The most serious temptation that Christians face is the temptation to settle for less.”  To settle for less. Think about that.  I want you to do something now, if you would. Get your bulletin. On the front of the bulletin where you see the picture of the church, draw a circle underneath the church. Don’t worry, this isn’t a test.  It doesn’t have to be a perfect circle. No one is going to give you a grade on your circle. Now, around that large circle, draw nine smaller circles, some close, some farther away.  Do you remember the saying, “My very eager mother just served us nine pies.”  This could represent the sun and the planets around the sun.  
It could also represent something else. If you draw the letter U in the center of that large circle, that could represent your life and all of the people in your life who revolve around you.  Instead of the word sun, if you draw the letter son and the letters G-o-d and the letters H-S, to represent the Holy Spirit, it could be your life with God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit at the center of your life.  
It is a step toward Christian maturity to realize that the world does not revolve around you.  We settle for less, when we act as though it does. 
It is also a step toward Christian maturity to realize that as Christians we are called to do more than just resist temptation and evil.  We are called to overcome evil and to defeat evil. Listen to these words of Dr. King, “It seems that I can hear the Almighty God say ‘Stop preaching your loud sermons, and whooping you’re irrelevant mess in my face, for your hands are full of tar.  The people that I sent you to serve are in need, and you’re doing nothing but being concerned about yourself.  Seems that I can hear God saying it’s time to rise up now and make clear that the evils of the universe must be removed and that God isn’t going to do all of it by himself.  The church that overlooks this is a dangerously irrelevant church.”

 I hesitate to say this to you, but I want to share something with you of my own faith journey.  It’s not the only way, it’s certainly not best way, but it’s something that works for me.  As I think about Jesus being tempted in the wilderness, in the desert, I think about temptations that I face in my life. I realize that I have some things going for me that even Jesus didn’t have.  When I face those temptations I think about the spirit of Christ within me and within each of us.  Then I think about brothers and sisters in Christ, the body of Christ all around me, and I remember Paul’s words, “I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”  If you will, please repeat these words after I say them,

The Spirit of Christ within me; the body of Christ all around me, I can do all things through him who strengthens me.  
This is good news, and it is true even when you are running on empty.  Amen
