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Someone might ask, “Why this scripture?”  “Why preach on this hard saying of Jesus?”  In a way, I would tell you it was not my choice. This is the lectionary reading for today.  The purpose of the lectionary is two-fold; it prevents the preacher from just preaching on his or her favorite scriptures.  The scripture just prior to this one, the end of the 15th Chapter of Luke, is one of my favorite scriptures. It’s the story of the prodigal son.  I guess I could preach on that story nearly every Sunday.  I also enjoy preaching on Romans 8. I could probably spend the rest of my life preaching on Romans 8 and still not uncover all of the truth and Good News in just that one chapter.  
Second, if you follow the lectionary, it also forces you to preach on scriptures that are difficult.  When it comes to difficulty, this one just about wins the prize, doesn’t it?  

I said I didn’t choose to preach on this scripture, but I really did.  This past week I was at a ministers’ meeting, and I asked six other ministers at that meeting if they were preaching on this scripture. They all said “No!”  
It’s just that hard.  It’s hard to understand. Our first reaction after we hear this scripture, to be honest, would be to say, “Huh?”  What does Jesus mean by saying this master commends the manager for his dishonesty?  Is that the kind of thing we want in our Bible?  We believe in an unexpected Savior. No matter how we try to fit God in our box, God just will not let us do that.  

I shared with the group at the Wednesday evening Bible Study something interesting I had seen outside the entrance to St. Francis Hospital. The next time you are there I encourage you to see it.  At the north entrance to the hospital, close to where the children’s hospital is, there is a statue of Jesus with children. You might be surprised at how Jesus looks.  It is what I call a stocky Jesus, a muscular looking man. He’s not tall; he’s not much taller than the children.  It doesn’t fit the picture of Jesus that I have.  It is not what I expect of him.  
Jesus often does that with us. He gives us hard lessons such as these.  No matter how hard it might be, he expects us to learn from these lessons. What’s most difficult about this lesson, for most of us, is that it is a lesson about money.  
I have allowed for some extra time in this sermon for those of you who want to come forward and do this, so listen closely.  If you want to come up here and share with everyone else what your monthly income is and how much you give to the church, I’m going to invite you to do that at this time.  
We don’t like to talk about money, do we?  We’ll talk about nearly anything else except money.  That’s private, that’s our business.  That doesn’t really seem to me what Jesus is saying in this scripture.  Maybe it will help to understand the scripture if I read the rest of the scripture, what follows in the lectionary reading.  
 
Beginning with the 8th verse after Jesus commends the dishonest manager because he acted shrewdly, Jesus says this, 
“For the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. And I tell you make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may welcome you into the eternal homes.”  Now that’s easy to understand, isn’t it?  
Make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth.”  Is this what we would expect Jesus to say?  
Now listen to these words.  Jesus said, 
“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much.  And whoever is dishonest in very little is dishonest also in much.  If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth who will entrust to you the true riches?  And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another who will give you what is your own?  No slave can serve two masters.  For a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”  
After I read these words at Bible Study Wednesday night, it was interesting to me that the consensus reaction to these words was that Jesus was speaking about politicians. We all know how dishonest politicians are, don’t we? 


I read a wonderful story about a little girl and her mother who were watching a parade.  At the very beginning of the parade, in a convertible, was Senator Blowhard. It was an election year and as he was running for election so he wanted to be in this parade.  This little girl, who was wise in the ways of the world, asked her mother, “How can you tell when a politician is not lying?”  The mother, who was even wiser in the ways of the world, said “When the politician is at the head of a parade and the vehicle in which he riding is a hearse, then you will know he is not lying any more!”   
Someone else on Wednesday evening suggested that this saying, “You cannot serve God and wealth,” should be on every government building in our country.  Consider this, should that saying also be on every church in the world?  Have we been honest with what God has shared with us?  Have we shared what God has shared with us the way God intends?  
Take it one step further. Should this saying be on all of our homes?  Have husbands and wives shared with each other all that they need to share?  Have parents shared with children? Have children shared with parents?  It’s easy to see politicians in this story. It’s not so easy to say, “You know what, this might be a story about each of us.”


Listen to what one writer said about this scripture.  
“God expects us to be generous.  God didn’t put us in our positions and give us what we have for us to indulge ourselves and forget about everybody else.  When we do that, we are behaving like the dishonest manager whom Jesus accused of squandering his master’s goods.  We squander what God has entrusted to us when we keep it for ourselves, when we forget everybody and everything else and think only of our own comfort and enjoyment.  It is only when we are brought to our senses and realize we are violating God’s expectancy of us, God’s plan for us, that we are suddenly galvanized into a new mode of thinking and doing, and forswear our selfish, wasteful ways to become true recipients of God’s love and bounty by sharing what we have with those around us.”  
As a minister, it has always been easy for me to ask people to give money to the church because I know how great the needs are.  I know how many people are helped by what we do in church.  There are spiritual needs. There are physical needs that are met only by the church.  So it is easy for me to ask people to give money to the church. I know that the greatest need is this; the greatest need is the need of the giver to give.  We are created in the image of a caring, giving, sharing God, and we are not what God intends us to be if we fail to give and share with each other. 
Have you always shared what God intended you to share? Think about this. If you will shortchange God, if you withhold from God what you owe to God, think how easy it is to withhold from the persons you love.  If you’ll shortchange God, you’ll shortchange anyone.  
Some might say this is all well and good, but what does it have to do with the stuff of life, the really important things of life?  
My favorite author wrote these words about money. He said; 
“The value of money, like stocks and bonds, goes up and down for reasons not even the experts can explain and at moments no one can predict, so you can be a millionaire one moment and a pauper the next without lifting a finger.  Great fortunes can be made and lost completely on paper.  There is more concrete reality in a baby’s throwing its rattle out of the crib.”  Now listen closely to this: “There are people who use up their entire lives making money so they can enjoy the lives they have entirely used up.

“Jesus says that it’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God.  Maybe the reason is not that the rich are so wicked they’re kept out of the place but that they’re so out of touch with reality they can’t see it’s a place worth getting into.”

It’s a matter of priorities. It is a matter of what is most important to us and who is more important to us. Some of you might recognize the name Bob Howard.  Bob Howard is more well known in Oklahoma City than he is in this area of the state.  If you are ever in Oklahoma City and driving up the Broadway Extension, there is about a mile and a half stretch of one car dealership after another. All those dealerships are part of the Bob Howard Auto Mall.  Bob Howard owns all these auto dealerships, nearly every brand of car that is sold in our country. 
I read a fascinating article about Bob Howard one time that explained some of his success.  Bob Howard said, “I would rather sell a car than eat.”  Now think about that.  How many of us, as persons of faith, could say, “I would rather share my faith; I would rather share my love for Christ than eat.”  What is really most important to us?  Who is most important to us?  


The good news of the scripture is this; even when we fail, just as the manager failed, we believe in a God who loves us and forgives us in spite of ourselves.  We can live without fear because we know with all of the things about which we are uncertain in life there is one thing of which we can be certain always; God loves us and is there beside us no matter what happens.


I saw the strangest thing recently.  I had gone to our bank to get some papers out of our safety deposit box. While I was in the vault, there on the floor of the vault, I noticed a cricket.  Now think about it, vaults are supposed to be pretty secure, but somehow this cricket had gotten into the vault.  I thought the cricket could represent one of two things.  One thing might be that no matter how hard we try, bad things happen to us and come into our lives. The other thing might be that no matter how bad things are, and no matter how hard we might try to keep God away from us, God’s grace always comes into our lives.  
I wasn’t sure which was represented, so I decided to ask the cricket.  Some of you might not be aware of this; David, Howard and Les, I don’t know if you remember in seminary, but right after the course in human behavior you take a course about talking to animals.  I think the seminary figures if you can understand human behavior talking to animals is a piece of cake.  
So I asked the cricket “Which is it?  Is it that we can’t keep bad things out of our lives or is it that there is nothing that can keep God’s grace out of our lives?”  I found the answer when I introduced myself to the cricket.  I said “My name is Kipp, what is your name?”  And she said to me “My name is Hope.”  Amen
