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Why did you come to church this morning?  If we were to take time for everyone to answer that question there would probably be almost as many different answers as there are people here.  You had other options; I appreciate your being here in worship, especially on a day such as today when the weathermen all week long were talking about freezing drizzle on Sunday morning.  Look at the sun shining thru that Stained glass window and enjoy the “freezing drizzle” that we are having.  
You know, it’s tough enough to get people in church without the weathermen scaring them all week.  But good ole “2 News Works for You Weather Keeping You and Your Family Safe.”   “It’s going to be freezing drizzle Sunday morning. Watch out.”  I called Suzanne when I was almost all the way up here from our home south of town and said, “The roads and bridges are clear.  There’s no freezing drizzle.”  The weather guys, God bless ‘em and dadgum ‘em.  

Jesus asked a similar question to why did you come to worship today.  I want to get to that in just a moment.  First, we need to hear about a Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.  That’s a lot of sin.  A lamb who takes away the sin of the entire world, not just the good people, not just the Christians, not just Americans, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  
I know that on nearly any Sunday there will be at least a few people present who are struggling with some kind of sin they have committed.  You need to hear this word; if the Lamb of God can take away the sin of the world, the Lamb of God can take away your sin. 






 Most of us struggle with something else.  Most of us probably struggle with someone who has sinned against us.  We need to hear that word also, if the Lamb of God can take away the sin of the person who hurt us, rejected us, neglected us; if the Lamb of God can take away their sin we, also, need to forgive them.  
After the fall of the Berlin Wall, a little Methodist Church in Prague, Czechoslovakia, had a sign out in front of the church.  It was one of those signs with movable letters.  The pastor of the church put this message on the sign, “The Lamb Wins.”  The Lamb of God was more powerful than Communism. “The Lamb Wins.”  
We can also learn a lesson from John the Baptist. On 

most Sundays we have several ordained ministers sitting in the congregation.  They will know what I’m talking about even if they won’t admit it, even if they say “Speak for yourself, Kipp.”  Most ministers are a little neurotic and that’s putting it mildly, like saying a rattlesnake is a little poisonous. If someone transfers from the church we’re serving to another church, my goodness, we can beat ourselves up. What did I say? What did I do wrong?  We might or might not have caused the person to be upset.  
They might be upset about someone else in the church.  They might not be upset at all, they might have just chosen to attend another church.  Most ministers, if someone goes to another church, that’s a tough thing. Look at John the Baptist.  Two of his disciples, members of his “church,” and John said, “See that man?  That man is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  That is God’s Son.”  Those disciples followed Christ and instead of being the saddest day of John the Baptist’s life it was the happiest day of his life.
We could all learn from John. Parents could that learn 

that lesson. How often do parents try to run down the other parent in front of their children instead of building them up?
     Have you ever been with a couple who was always fussing and trying to make each other look bad?  Those couples could learn a lesson from John the Baptist about building someone up.  








In the church we could learn that lesson.  We don’t have to worry about taking credit for something that we’ve done to serve the church. We can spend our time building someone else up and giving them credit.  



We could learn a lesson from John the Baptist when it comes to our relationship with Christ.  How often we who claim Christ as Lord try to tell Christ what to do.  “I know what to do with my life, Lord.  I don’t need you telling me what to do.”  









One time at Ponca City we were accepting applications for the position of church secretary.  A woman called and said she was interested in the job.  After we visited for a while I realized that I knew this woman’s daughter.  In fact I had been I had been in her daughter’s wedding.  Her son-in-law was my best friend.  I had stood up with my friend at his wedding.  









As she began to ask me about the job she began to give me a job description for the job, for what she thought the job description should be. We already had a job description.  We didn’t need her to tell us about the job description.  We could all learn a lesson about humility from John the Baptist.  







Mainly, though, there is this wonderful question that Jesus asks.   When I work on a sermon I have a list of 20 things that I go through that I ask about every sermon. 

What does it tell us about God?  
What does it tell us about ourselves?  
What does God want me to say?  
On one line I just have a question mark.  You can’t beat a good question. Sometimes questions are better than answers.  
Listen to the question that Jesus asks. In the version that I read today Jesus asks the disciples “What are you looking for?”  The original text is closer to “What do you seek?”  The original text is actually “What seek ye?”  “What do you seek?”  Jesus said this to John’s disciples.  “What do you want from me?”  “What do you want from life?”  What is it that you want?”  That’s a great question, isn’t it?  What is it that you seek?  
The first words of Jesus in John’s gospel are this question, “What do you seek?”  What is it that you want?  Do you want approval from others, peers, friends, parents whether they be dead or living?  What is it that you want from life?  What do you seek?

I have a list of things that I put together this past week of things that we might hope to receive from being in worship.  It’s an ABC list.  A thru Z.  I figured I could speak about two minutes on each letter, so get comfortable.  

Acceptance




Beauty






Comfort






Determination





Eternal life





Fellowship





Guidance






Healing





Inspiration






Joy

Kindness


Love


Music

Normalcy


Order
Peace

Quality

Recharge

Security
Tenacity

Unity

Vim and Vigor (Can you have vim with out vigor?  Can 



you have vigor with out vim?  

Warmth


Xcitement


Yesterday (Some people are always looking for the good 





old days)
Zero
(Can you hear the guy who says “I don’t know what I want from church?  I just show up.”  He comes expecting nothing and that’s exactly what he gets.)

A woman by the name of Susan Andrews has said this about our faith.  
“Christianity is not an idea; it is a lifestyle. Christianity is not a destination; it is a journey.  Christianity is not a product; it is a process.  Christianity is not a routine; it is a relationship.  It is not an individual thing; it is the life of community.” 

You could have every need on this list met, A thru Z, 

and still fail miserably when it comes to seeking. That’s a popular word today, “seeking,” seekers, people who come seeking?  What is it that we want? What is it that we seek?  As Christians what we want more than anything else, what we always seek is Christ.  Let us never settle for anything less.

A week ago yesterday in Tucson we learned some 

lessons about what is truly important.  I don’t want to


get into the politics
of what happened, but can we learn a lesson from a little nine-year-old girl whose life was taken?  It is a teachable moment for us.  It is the kind of teachable moment that we have every Sunday when we see these children sitting on the chancel steps.  No matter unpopular it might be if we say or do something that upsets the gun lobby in order to keep our children safe, we in the church need to do that.  

What is it that you seek?  Recently I was down on the floor doing these stretches and exercises that I do every morning.  I was in a room where I can see outside and I looked out the window and I saw a passenger jet, thousands of feet up in the air, streaking across the sky.
  Of course I couldn’t hear it. It was too far away. If it had been a cloudy day I wouldn’t have been able to see it.  I thought to myself; how similar to our relationship to God.  We live our lives just drifting away a little bit at a time getting farther and farther away from God until we can’t hear God or see God.  Or perhaps God has moved.  Maybe it is God who is saying “Don’t stay stuck where you are, follow me.”  And we say “No God, I know what’s best.  I know I need to stay here.”  

It was Saint Augustine who said, “You have created us, O God, for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they find their rest in thee.”  
We have an example of someone in our scripture whose heart was restless.  Simon Peter had a restless heart.  But when his brother, Andrew, heard about the Messiah, the Anointed One, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, he went to his brother becoming the first evangelist, and saying, “We have found the One we have been waiting for all these years.  He has come to us.”  
Who is the Simon Peter in your life?  I promise you there is someone, a family member, a friend, a co-worker whose heart is restless. They are waiting on you to share your faith with them.  
Remember the words from the old hymn,


“On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings.  

Then cleansed by every breast from sin; 
make straight the way for God within, 
prepare we in o ur hearts a home 
where such a mighty Guest may come. 
For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away 
like flowers that wither and decay.

To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth and let thy light restore 
earth’s own true loveliness once more.

All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
whose advent doth thy people free; 
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Ghost for evermore.”

For evermore,  Amen.

