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Recently I was at St. Francis Hospital visiting one of our members. As I was making my way through that maze of halls to get to the room where our member was located, I passed by a room and out of the corner of my eye I noticed a woman sitting up in bed. I am not about to guess any woman’s age, but I would guess her to be at least old enough to be my older sister; maybe old enough to be my mother. Just for a moment, as she looked at me, there was a flicker of recognition. As I made my way down the hall I heard her voice from within the room: “Gerald, come in here.” She said it again. “Gerald, come in here, I’m having a heart attack!” I hurried on down the hall to visit the church member I came to see. 
I considered going back another direction just so I wouldn’t have to go by that room again. It involved, though, getting on an elevator, going to another floor, getting on a different elevator to come back down. If you spend as much time as I do waiting on elevators, you would see why I decided I would take a chance and go by her room again. As luck would have it, she saw me. This time she said, “Gerald, get your tail in here!” Except, she didn’t say “tail.” Bless his heart, whoever Gerald is, whenever he got there I knew he would be in a heap of trouble.

I suppose from time to time nearly all of us might feel like that woman in our relationship with God. “God, come in here. Come into my life.”  If nothing else happens in worship, it would be my prayer that God would come in “here” for each of us; God would come into our hearts. 
The sermon title today is, “Partial Observations About An Impartial God.” You need to understand the word “partial” has a two-fold meaning. “Partial,” because our understanding is always partial. Remember Paul’s words from Corinthians: “Now I know in part; then I shall know fully as I have been fully understood . . . ” Our under-standing of God is always partial.
Partial also means biased. My understanding of God is biased. I speak to you understandably, from a Christian point-of-view; a view of a white male who is a resident of the United States of America, living in Tulsa, Oklahoma. My observations are partial. 
First observation, we believe in a God who’s impartial. In this 10th chapter of Acts, we read about some things going on between Simon Peter and Cornelius. Peter has had a vision. A large sheet is dropped down from heaven. On the sheet are all types of animals, reptiles, birds of the air. There is a voice that says “Eat.” Peter says, “I will never eat anything that is profane.” The voice says, “But all of this is clean. Do not call profane what I call clean.” 
Peter sees the vision three times. He comes to believe that God is speaking to him about the mission of the Gentiles, the people who are not Jewish. In the 28th verse of the 10th Chapter Peter says, “It is unlawful for a Jew to associate or visit with a Gentile.” Peter comes to believe that no one is profane or unclean in God’s eyes. Peter is making a change in his faith, his belief, his understanding. 
If you look around the sanctuary today, you will notice we are dressed differently. Some of the men are wearing coats and ties. Some of the men have open-collared shirts; some of the women wear skirts; some of the women wear pants. We don’t come all dressed the same. We don’t wear a uniform to church. That represents the individual nature of our faith. We’re not all the same. We don’t have a cookie-cutter faith. It’s not like going to a football game in a large stadium and nearly everyone is wearing the same color. It’s reassuring to do that; going to a football game and you are wearing the same color as everyone else. It’s kind of a tribal thing. We are all on the same side. 
Here, it’s different. A part of the reason it is different is because in the church we reach out to people who are different, not because just of what we believe, but because of what we believe about God. God is impartial. Remember the warning to the church. “If the church ever fails to see God in the stranger, we will surely lose sight of God in the church.”
One theologian has written this about God’s impartiality:

“The biblical idea that God has chosen a particular people as object of special regard cultivates the dangerous suspicion that God did not, therefore, choose others. Those believers who think themselves among God’s elect are often inclined on this theological basis to think that God has not chosen anyone else who disagrees with their beliefs or customs. We pin labels on disagreeable opponents to disenfranchise them. They are liberal or conservative. They are homosexual or straight. They are Jewish or Muslim; Lutheran or Catholic; female or male; laity or clergy; black or white; married or single. What has become crystal clear to Peter is that to do so is not the prerogative of pious Israel or anyone else. It is God alone who judges the living and the dead. 

One of the most surprising features of Acts is the diversity of people God calls to be included among God’s people .” 
We believe in an impartial God, which is another way of saying we believe in a loving God who loves each of us not because of what we have done that is good, but simply because of who we are; God’s creation, God’s children. God is impartial.

Second lesson from the scripture, it is Christ who judges. It is Christ who judges. If Christ is the one who judges, that means that you are not the judge. Do you realize who incredibly liberating and freeing this can be? We don’t have to judge others, to see if they live up to our standards. That is not our job. It is Christ who judges. 
I heard someone speaking recently about Lindsay Lohan. She’s the young actress who has been in and out of rehab, struggling with all kinds of drug addictions and other behavior that is less than desirable. This person said, “Don’t be too critical of Lindsay Lohan until you have stumbled a mile in her shoes.” It is not up to us to judge others; it is Christ who is the judge. 

Third lesson from the scripture, we believe in a God who forgives. There is forgiveness for all people who believe in Christ as Lord. That is what Peter has said. This forgiveness, however, is not just on God’s part. Remember, as persons created in God’s image we are called to be more forgiving. 
There is this truth about our faith; if faith does nothing else, it causes us to change. It caused Simon Peter to change and if our faith is genuine, if our faith is authentic, it causes us to change. Nothing is the same. So the question this morning is this, how is your faith causing you to change? What is different about your behavior because you are a person of faith? 

Now then, a personal note, if you will. I have called these partial observations about an impartial God. What I am really sharing with you is more than just observations. What I am sharing with you is heartfelt belief, things that are important to me as a part of my faith. It has been my experience to know God as one who comes to us and accepts us. 
This Sunday on the church calendar is called “The Baptism of our Lord’s Sunday.” You will notice in Peter’s sermon, he refers to the baptism of Jesus in that 10th chapter of Acts. Do you remember when Jesus was baptized what happened? A voice came from heaven and the spirit descended upon him like a dove. The voice said, “This is my son, the beloved. With him I am well pleased.” 
I can’t tell you why, but for whatever reason for the past few months I have closer to God than I have at any other time in my life. It’s nothing I have done. It is a grace gift. I have sensed ownership, being owned by God, his voice saying to me, “You, also, are my beloved son.”  
I have a good idea that not everyone here always feels close to God. A part of faith is doubt. Doubt can be a good thing, because if you have doubts and admit them, it is another way of saying you admit your need for God in your life. It is my prayer that you will listen closely to the One whose “voice is so sweet even the birds hush their singing,” the one who “walks with us and talks with us and tells us we are his own.” May that be so for each of you this day. Amen. 
