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At this time I will ask all the mothers who are present this morning to stand. Hold your applause for just a moment; I know that you are excited to see them. Now, will every one else please stand? Everyone stand and now express your appreciation to them. Thank you. You mothers can go home this afternoon and tell your friends and family members that you received a sitting and a standing ovation. 


It is fitting for the church to honor mothers on Mother’s Day, even though it’s not on the church calendar. The lectionary reading for today was from the 24th Chapter of Luke; the Emmaus road story. I said earlier that this is the third Sunday of Easter. It is another of the resurrection appearances that is recorded in Luke’s gospel. I departed from the lectionary today to read this wonderful story from the second chapter of Exodus, to honor mothers. 


It is fitting that we honor mothers in the church.  
You remember the first of the relationship commandments.  The first four of the Ten Commandments deal with our relationship with God; but the next six deal with our relationships with each other.  The first of those commandments is: 
· Honor your father and mother, that your days may be good and long upon the land.  
It is fitting that we honor our mothers. 
Some churches avoid any mention of Mother’s Day. They realize this might be a tough time for some people who come to worship. If your mother has died recently, this can be a painful day. If you have had another death in your family, this can be a painful day. Some relationships are broken; mothers and children have not spoken for years. Mother’s Day can be a painful time. Some women are childless. They would give anything to be mothers, and so this is a painful time for them.  
Some churches avoid mentioning mothers on Mother’s Day for the wrong reason.  We have not been so good in the church about the treatment of women. Even here into the second decade of the 21st century we are far behind those in the practice of medicine and law and even in the business world, as far as how we treat women.  
Some of you will have heard the name Billy Sunday. At one time in our country, Billy Sunday was the nation’s evangelist the way Billy Graham was for many years. The difference was that Billy Sunday was like Billy Graham in a bad mood. Billy Sunday was always being critical of someone. On one Mother’s Day, Billy Sunday said this, 
“Who is more to blame for crowded prisons than bad mothers?  Who is more to blame for the crowded, disreputable houses than bad mothers who let their children run the street with every Tom, Dick and Harry or some little jackrabbit whose reputation and character would make a black mark on a piece of tar paper.”   Happy Mothers Day!  
This misunderstanding of women still happens.  Just this past week a well-known athlete in the state of Oklahoma spoke at one of the churches in the Tulsa area.  There was an account of this the next day and this athlete started his remarks by saying this, “I don’t want to say that women are the root of all evil, . . . ”  Now any time any one prefaces their remarks by saying, “I don’t want to say that woman are the root of all evil . . . ,” but then they go ahead and say it, you can just imagine what follows next.  

It can be tough in our state when a woman who is a member of the House of Representatives goes on the house floor and talks about how women don’t work as hard as men. Really?  Nearly any situation in which I’ve found myself, it is always women who work the hardest.  It is fitting that we honor mothers on Mother’s Day.  


The best thing we can do in the church is to be honest about mothers.  We don’t need to present some kind of “Hallmark Card” fantasy.  We don’t need to put mothers on a pedestal. We can be honest and say, “Mothers make mistakes.” Sometimes when there is a broken relationship it is the fault of the children; sometimes it is the fault of the mothers.  We can say that mothers make mistakes, but you don’t have to beat yourself up about those mistakes. God forgives those mistakes the way God forgives each of us of our mistakes. We can be honest about mothers in the church.  


Our scripture lesson today is one of my favorite stories. It’s about the toughest challenge that any mother can face, letting go of their children.  You remember what had happened. The Hebrew children had been imprisoned in Egypt for several hundred years. Pharaoh was getting worried; they were multiplying and becoming so numerous that Pharaoh gave an order that every male Hebrew child that was born should be thrown into the Nile River.  Even the Egyptians rebelled against this order because the Nile River was known as the “River of Life” in that country.  Pharaoh was trying to make it a river of death.  

Because of this the mother of Moses was afraid. She hid Moses for three months. She knew she  couldn’t do this forever so she did the toughest thing that any mother can do; she made a basket, lined it with tar, put the baby in the basket and set it afloat on the river of life to be found by Pharaoh’s daughter.  

Now some who read this story see nothing of God in it.  It’s just a coincidence.  The Israelites see God’s hand everywhere in this story, just as we can see God’s hand in our own lives.   

My favorite part of the story is after Pharaoh’s daughter found Moses and Moses’ sister goes and is trying to take care of her brother. Pharaoh’s daughter says, “Give me one of the Hebrew women to take care of this baby.”  Moses’ sister goes and gets her mother and Moses’ mother to take care of the baby.  Moses’ mother is paid for what she wants to do more than anything else. What a wonderful touch in that story. 


I have counseled sometimes for hours with grown children who struggle because their mothers or their fathers have not let go of them. The toughest challenge for any mother is to let go of her children. We learn in this story about the nature of God. God let go of Jesus, thank God.  Think what it means to us that God was willing to let go of Jesus for our sake.  

Most of us learned about this love of God on our mother’s lap.  Do you remember sitting on your mother’s lap as a young child?  I’m not sure how old I was, three or four, not any older than that, but I can remember sitting on my mother’s lap in church and being enfolded in her love and feeling completely secure. My mother was willing to teach me the lesson that every mother needs to teach their child, that is, “there is One who loves you even more than I do.  I love you completely, but there is One who loves you more than I do.”  


I can remember my mother talking about times that she would pray for me. You mothers who are present this morning, how often do you pray for your children? How often do you give thanks for your children? How often do you pray God’s guidance and protection for your children?  

Sadly, we know there are some mothers who do not give the best for their children. Because of that, these children are orphans. They might as well not have a mother.  They never know about the love of God, so in that sense they are spiritual orphans. That is the challenge we face in the church today, in the church, the church in the

World, but in this church, in our church. Do you realize what a tremendous opportunity we have to say to some children, “You are not an orphan. You are a child of God.  And you are loved by God.”  

On this Mother’s Day I can’t help but think about my own mother, Patty Wolfe. This fall will be seven years ago that she died. I mentioned to the group Wednesday evening that there are times when I pray to God, but I also pray to my mother because I sense her presence at times as much as I sense God’s presence in my life.  And I believe that she is listening to me even as God listens to our prayers. I thank God for my mother, and I thank God for Suzanne, the mother of our children, and I thank God for the love of God, for a God who loves us … just like a mother.  Amen 
