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Have you ever been involved in something that was so significant that you didn’t realize the significance of what you were involved in until after it was all over?  Sometimes you can be in a movie and you think about it during the movie. It’s a good movie, but it is not until after the movie is over when you have had a chance to discuss it and think about it, “That’s one of the best movies we have ever seen.”  The same thing can happen with a book.  You can be reading a book and read a sentence that is so good you stop and read it again, but it is not until after you have read the entire book that you realize just how good it was.  
You have heard the saying, “You can’t see the forest for the trees.”  I wonder if there are times when we can’t see God for the church.  Do you suppose we will look back in a few years at the “We Would Be Building” campaign we are about to finish and realize just how significant it was?  We will say, “You know what, it not only made difference in our church, it made a difference in the lives of those who were touched by the ministry we were able to share because of the money that was shared.  

This morning I want to share with you another opportunity that you will have to be a part of something just as significant.  Understand this about the background, back in the January Stewardship meeting we were discussing some things we could do to get our budget situation in a more positive light.  I said what I planned to do is this; at the end of our We Would Be Building campaign I would say from the pulpit that Suzanne and I had decided the money we had been giving to the We Would Be Building campaign we would just start giving to the General Budget.  We were used to giving that money anyway. We found out we could afford to give it, so instead of just stopping sharing that offering we would add it to the offering we shared in the General Fund.  
We discussed that for a while and a couple of men at the Stewardship meeting, said, “I think we should do another campaign. I think there is something about setting aside money for specific projects that appeals to people.”  As a result of that meeting a handful of us met two or three times and then we got the We Would Be Building Committee together again.  We decided that at the end of the We Would Be Building campaign in August we will begin another similar campaign called We Would Be Serving.  

First thing I need you to hear is this: If this is a time in your life when at the end of the We Would Be Building campaign you feel as if you can’t give to the We Would Be Serving campaign I need you to hear this from me, “Thank you.”  Thank you for what you have done for making the We Would Be Building campaign such a huge success.  Thank you for your support. 

Now this, some persons will ask, “Why?  Why do we need to do another campaign?”  There are several reasons.  One reason is because of the success of the We Would Be Building campaign. We have started programs that we need to continue.  There are other reasons, also, and as we discussed these reasons in the various meetings, I’m happy to report that there was no dispute, there was no argument.  


Did you notice in our scripture today, Luke says, “A dispute arose among the disciples.”  Imagine that, anyone arguing in church.  It’s important to remember this, also. In Luke’s gospel do you know what happened just prior to the scripture I read?  Jesus and the disciples had shared the Last Supper.  It is the Last Supper the disciples will share with Jesus.  In this context, immediately after that sacred meal, some of the disciples start arguing about which one is the greatest.  


I have this wonderful picture of the church that Jesus might have painted for them.  Have you ever been driving down the street and seen a large house, so large a house that we would call it a mansion.  Often if you see a house like that back behind there is another, smaller house.  What do we call the smaller house?  The servants’ quarters.  I can imagine Jesus, when he gave the great commission to the disciples, “Go ye, into all world and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you, but wherever you build a church building no matter how big the building is it will always
be known as the servant’s quarters. I am among you as one who serves.”  
Remember in John’s gospel what happens after the Last Supper.  Jesus picks up a basin of water and a towel and goes to the disciples to wash their feet.  As I thought about that story, imagine another story. It is a Cabinet meeting in the White House. After the meeting is completed President Obama goes over to the side of the room and picks up a shoe shine kit and goes around to all the members of the Cabinet and shines their shoes.  Can you imagine what an uproar there would be if something like that happened?  Columnists would say, What is he trying to do?  The president is too dignified to do something like this.”  Others would say, “It’s just a political stunt.”  Jesus said. “I am among you as one who serves.”  


Imagine how this attitude about service might affect other areas of our lives, areas that have nothing to do with the church.  In our relationships with our family, with our friends, with our co-workers, what would it mean if we tried to adopt the attitude of being a servant?  

I imagine this, I imagine a man being in worship today 
and his wife is absent.  Let’s say she’s home with a cold.  
The man goes home after church and says, “Honey, I’ve decided to become your servant.”  You know what she says, “What have you been up to?”  What difference would it make in your life if you decided to live all of your life as a servant?  

Let me share a true story.  Two men, I’ll call them Jim 
and Joe, both in their eighties. Jim is a pillar of his church. 
If there is something to do in the church, Jim will be there to 
help.  Also this, anyone in the church who has someone in their family, a friend; whenever they want someone to pray 
for them everyone calls Jim.  Jim is an active fellow, he still 
mows his own yard, does all of his yard work, volunteers at 
other community organizations.  

Joe’s story is different. Same age, actually a few 
months younger, but Joe lives almost as an invalid.  He has 
a nurse who stays with him.  For the past 15 years or so, 
after his wife died, Joe lived almost as a hermit.  He lived by himself, caring, it seemed almost, about no one else but himself.  Now it might just be genetics, it might have nothing with one living a life of service, but don’t you wonder if it makes a difference?  How would living your life as a servant change how you live?


You might have noticed a fellow here in the sanctuary 

going around with a camera.  We are going to be making a 

video as a part of our We Would Be Serving campaign to tell  

some of the success stories that have taken place, about 

lives that have been changed as a result of the campaign.  

Let me ask you this, in the last three years the money that 

you shared in the WWBB campaign, have you spent money on anything else in  the last three years that has been more worthwhile, that has done more to make a difference in the life of another person?

People of faith are always asked to give something of themselves.  Did you hear the wonderful story that Sharon Regnery read from the Old Testament, the story Abraham and Isaac?  Understand this about the story, child sacrifice was common in those days.  It was common to sacrifice a lamb or a goat, but it was not unusual for a child to be sacrificed “to the gods.”  So it did not seem unusual to Abraham when the call came to him to sacrifice his own son, his only son.  So he walked up that wild and windy mountain, listening to the call of a God who demands nothing less than our best.  But God intervened, for you see when God needs someone to die for his cause he always sends his own Son.  

This past week some of us on the staff met with the people who are making the video. They interviewed us about our We Would Be Serving campaign.  During that interview one of the men from the video company asked me why I believed that this campaign would be successful.  This is what I said, “I believe this campaign will be successful because I believe in our staff.”  Paul Pinkosky told me this, I don’t know how ever many hundreds of years Paul’s been around the church, but he said this is the best music program we have ever had.  It’s due to Paul and Mark’s leadership.  I am privileged to work with Carol, and Jeremy, and Beverly and see the important work that they do.  I believe in our staff.  
Even more than this, I believe in the members of this church.  I have seen your commitment. I have seen your sacrifice. I have seen your service.  I believe in the members of this church.  
Even more than this, I believe in God.  I believe that God will provide for us, even as God provided for Abraham.  

This is a time for us as a church to not only say We Would Building, but also to say we would be loving, we would be serving.  Amen
