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Do you think some day several years from now socialists, perhaps even archeologists, will look back at this time, the time in which we are living now and label this as the Artificial Age?  I’m not just speaking of artificial sweetener, or artificial flavoring, or artificial coloring; all of the things we find in our foods today.  
If you have ever grown tomatoes in a garden you will understand this.  I didn’t plant any tomatoes back in the spring. I understand this was a bad year to raise tomatoes.  Some people told me that because of the heat and the dry weather they just didn’t have any tomatoes.  If you have ever grown any tomatoes in your garden you’ve used one of those tomatoes in a salad or in a bacon and tomato sandwich or put a big slice on a charcoal hamburger; man I’m getting hungry just thinking about all this.  A tomato grown in a garden is red. What we call “hot house tomatoes” are kind of pink, aren’t they?  Their texture is about like cardboard, no taste hardly at all.  

We settle for so much that is artificial.  I’m not just talking about fake Rolex watches, or genuine imitation leather jackets, shoes or purses.  Something more is involved here, artificial values.  We joke about the one with the most toys wins.  We joke about it because we feel guilty about it, don’t we? We literally buy into that whether the toy is a car, or a boat, a house, or clothing. We live as if we believe the one with the most toys wins. 
We suffer from what I call misplaced patriotism in our country.  We have glorified war and we question the patriotism of those who work for peace, just the opposite, it seems, of what it should be.  There is misplaced patriotism in this sense!  There are some who claim to be patriots who say allegiance to country comes first, before allegiance to family, to friends or even God.  We might have one nation under God printed on our coins, but we know where our might is, don’t we?  It is in our vast arsenal of nuclear weapons. “You don’t mess with us. We’ll blow you off the face of the earth.”  That is misplaced patriotism and it is an artificial value. 

We suffer from a lack of integrity.  Think about this word;  politician.   What do you think of when you hear that word? It’s not a dirty word, but it seems like a dirty word these days. We talk about statesmen or stateswomen instead of politicians. Politicians don’t have to be dirty. They don’t have to suffer from lack of integrity. Many of them do, though, and because they do our country suffers from lack of integrity.   
We suffer from lack of commitment.  Here’s a true story: Recently Suzanne and I were sitting at a stoplight. Off to the left was a McDonalds. We noticed a family getting into their car. One thing I noticed was a little girl, five or six years old, wearing a cheerleader’s uniform.  She was evidently a cheerleader for some little league football team and she was all dressed up in her cheerleader uniform.  In a little bit her older sister, two or three years older, came around the edge of the car.  She also was wearing a cheerleader’s uniform.  
What we noticed was this. At first we thought that everyone was going to get into the car but then the Dad was getting stuff out of the car, Suzanne said, “It’s exchange day.”  Mom had taken the kids to McDonalds, but Mom’s ex-husband was taking the kids from McDonalds. It was exchange day. 







I swear this happened, we were two or three blocks down the street, the windows were rolled up on our car, the air conditioner was going, and the radio was going, but I heard one of those little girls in the cheerleader uniform say to her sister, “If Mom and Dad stopped loving each other, does it mean that someday they are going to stop loving us?”  We suffer from a lack of commitment in our society. 
Artificial values. If ever there were a time we need faith, surely this is it. Sadly the church, more often than not, buys into these artificial values. I came across these words that seem to be an apt description of what much of what happens in the church today, not in the world.
It appears that many churches have become so comfortable with the world that they have lost their identity as an alternative community. Driven by the desire of relevance and seduced by the much-coveted three B’s of success, (building, budget, baptisms) churches have played footsie with the dominant culture without realizing soon enough that they have gone to bed with the culture of domination, privilege, accumulation and consumption. 
Worship is confused with marketing technique; stewardship with fundraising; spirituality with meditation techniques; vitality with growth; and ministry with programs and services. Programs and services are good to have, but they often become the tail that wags the dog. What the church really has to offer is an invitation to a new community that nurtures believers to live differently and to live out their calling both within the faith community and the wider society. --- Eleazar S. Fernandez
Artificial values. Have you ever heard someone say of another person, “Boy, I wish I had the kind of faith that she has.” What do we mean usually when we say that? More often than not we’re talking about a person who has faced some kind of struggle or hardship and they have persevered or endured and we say, “I wish I had that kind of faith.”  


I wonder if we have missed the point of faith. Did you hear what Paul said? Paul has a list of elements that characterize faith. What is the very first thing he says? “Let love be genuine;” not artificial. The truest test of faith is whether or not you are a loving person. Now if you are tempted to say, “Here we go again, he’s talking about how we need to love each other again,” hear this; when you say “here we go again,” maybe you’re talking about a place you’ve never been before. 
The reason I say we’re not getting it right is because most of us are not getting it right. I know there are times when I don’t get it right. “Let love be genuine.” We’ll buy into it if we think loving our enemy will hurt our enemy.  Burning coals on my enemy’s head? Pass me the charcoal, give me the lighter fluid!  I’ll strike the match. We’ve missed the point of what it means to be a loving person. 

We can learn from God. Time and again in the scripture we read that God is Love. We love because God first loved us. There is a word in scripture that is used to describe the love of God; it is perhaps a word that is better than the word “love” because that has become even an artificial value.  It is the word “loving kindness.” Do you see the difference in this kind of love? 

If you are prone to say, “I wish I could love that way, but I just can’t,” remember, you have been created in the image of a loving God who calls and expects, who demands that you love those closest to you.  In all relationships that are most important to us, who is it that needs your love?  

In our communion hymn today we are going to sing these words;


In faith we gather round this table; 
To taste and share what love can do.  

If we are honest in the church, we do a better job of tasting what love has done than we do of sharing what love has done.  Who needs you to share your love with them; the kind of committed love that hangs in there no matter how tough things might seem.  

I hope that if you have not yet seen this video, if you have a computer, please type a title of this hymn into the search box and you will be able to view the video.  It was just released in the last few weeks. I saw it on one of the morning news programs. Robin Roberts, who is the anchor of “Good Morning America,” is actually in the video. The song is sung by Martina McBride. The title of the song is, “I’m Gonna to Love You Through it.”  


Robin Roberts is a cancer survivor.  Sheryl Crow, some of you will recognize that name, is a cancer survivor.  Hoda Kotb is a cancer survivor. There are several other women who appear on this video. They tell the story of how their family and friends loved them through their fight with cancer. “I’m gonna love you through it.” 










We all need that kind of love, don’t we; the kind of love that God shares with us, the kind of love that says, “No matter how bad things might get, I’m gonna love you through it. I’m gonna hang in there with you until we get through this.”  I’m gonna love you through it.  



Genuine love in an artificial age. Perhaps the only thing that we need more than this love is our need to share it with each other.  Amen
